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was   equally   an   old-fashioned   Puritan   in   his
denunciation of the theatre.   He wrote :

" I cannot believe that the excitement, the
publicity, the promiscuous intercourse, the
emotions, the scenes, the sights, the music, the .
sympathy, and the animal magnetism of imagina-
tion and feeling, can be kept up for hours without
danger to the unconscious purity of the senses
and of the soul. Some deny this, but more, and
they wiser and calmer minds, acknowledge it.
All this even when the play is good. I have
watched the Divorce Court, and have found that,
I may say in a majority of cases, directly or
indirectly, the co-respondents are of the theatrical
world. The promiscuous consort of men and
women behind the scenes, and the dramatic
intimacies and embraces on the stage, and the
impersonation of lovers and the like, must react
upon the emotions and passions, whether men
and women will it or no. Furthermore, every
theatre is a centre of all kinds of evil. It creates
a population which lives by vice. The whole
surrounding neighbourhood is tainted. The,
multitudes that flock there every night are
caught as in a whirlpool, and many * go down
live into the pit.5 "

This   passage   with   its   absurd   exaggeration
tlirows a singular sidelight on the character of a